
One of the most creative features of your new HydroChrome Sutton’s Panoramic Belair Camera is surely the 

Sutton Liquid Lens. With this extraordinary invention, you can go loopy with liquids, wild for the wetlook and 

crazy with colors! Of course, as ever, we strongly encourage all sorts of outlandish experimentation but it ’s 

important to understand how dif ferent liquids might af fect the focal length of your lens and the resulting levels 

of blur in your f inal photos. We have therefore prepared this handy Liquid Guide to help you set sail into an 

ocean of color without a hitch! 

 

JUST ADD WATER
Start simple and just add water. With the easy addition of wonderful clear water, you can achieve special 

ef fects awash with vintage aesthetics and washed-out looks. Watch as the colors fade and your shots take on 

an antique charm with orbs of light and beautiful blurry bits too.

LIQUID GUIDE

ADD A SPLASH OF COLOR 
Once you’ve got the hang of the mechanism, you can confidently move on to color concoctions. We recommend 

using water-soluble substances that are free from particles - try using watercolor paint, diluted poster paint or 

food coloring.

Be careful though, the concentration of the color will strongly af fect the look of your shots. Take note of these 

step-by-step instructions on how to test the concentration of your mixtures so you can ensure more creative 

control over the f inal aesthetic of your photographs:

F i l l  a  t ransparent  conta iner  with about  
5  mm of  your  colored solut ion.

Make a b lack mark on a p iece of  white  paper  and 
p lace the conta iner  on top of  i t .

Obser ve the conta iner  f rom above.

Make sure you can see the mark through your 
colored solut ion.
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Solut ion A: 
Strong solut ion  
where b lack mark 
is  s l ight ly  v is ib le .

Solut ion B:
Weaker  so lut ion 
where b lack mark 
is  c lear ly  v is ib le 
but  the color  is 
st i l l  r ich. 
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SHOOTING TIP: Use a larger aperture or longer exposure time when you are using strong solutions (like 

Sample A above) to avoid underexposing your photos.

BRILLIANT BREWS WITH VARYING VISCOSITY
Dif ferent liquids have dif ferent refractive indexes depending on their viscosity, which will af fect the focal 

length of your lens. If your creative, color ful concoction is thicker or thinner than water, it will most likely have 

a dif ferent refractive index. This level of refraction will have a direct impact on the level of beautiful blur in 

your photos!

 

You can follow the same steps as you would for colored water to test and predict what results you might 

achieve with other liquid solutions you dream up. Sure, the more crazy, curious, kooky concoctions might 

be unpredictable, but what’s life without a little risk? Be frivolous and devote a couple of frames to more 

experimental liquids, just make sure you avoid substances that might damage the lens mechanism like the 

ones listed below:
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☺  RECOMMENDED LIQUIDS 
 

WATER 
 

TEA 
 

COFFEE 
 

WATERCOLOR PAINT DILUTED IN WATER 
 

POSTER PAINT DILUTED IN WATER  
 

FOOD COLORING DILUTED IN WATER

☹ LIQUIDS TO AVOID 
 

ALCOHOL 
( I f  le f t  in  the lens for  a  long per iod,  a lcohol  over  20% wi l l 

react  and damage the lens) . 

 
GLUE 

(Al l  types of  g lue solut ions wi l l  leave a  res idue which wi l l 
be hard to c lean and remove) . 

 
ACRYILIC PAINT 

(Al though water-based,  acr y l ic  pa int  dr ies  l ike p last ic  and 
wi l l  therefore be hard to c lean and remove) . 

 
OIL  AND OIL PAINT 

(Al l  types of  o i ly  so lut ions and o i l  pa int  wi l l  leave a 
res idue which wi l l  be hard to c lean and remove) . 

 
CORROSIVE SUBSTANCES 

(L iquids with a  h igh ac id ic  or  a lka l ine concentrat ion such 
as household b leach wi l l  damage your  lens) . 


